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To the Commissioner of Agriculture: 
The report of the Division of Livestock Disease Control 
for the fiscal year July 1, 1948 to June 30, 1949, inclusive, 
is herewith submitted. 
The year covered by this report has been noticeable in 
that there has been no outbreak of any infectious or contagious 
disease reported, nor has there been any importation of these 
diseases into the State as far as is known. This result is due 
to the frequent inspections, use of quarantine, employment of 
sanitary measures, and the strict enforcement of the interstate 
regulations. 
No new laws relative to the work of this Division were 
enacted by the Legislature in the fiscal year 1949, and no 
new orders or regulations were approved by the Governor and 
Council. 
The program for the eradication of bovine tuberculosis 
was carried out as in previous years. There has been a decline 
in both the number of herds and cattle in the State. This 
gradual decline has existed since the war years. . 
The Division is greatly concerned with Brucellosis, and 
strongly recommends calfhood vaccination at time of applica-
tion of the tuberculin test. The vaccination is done without 
cost to the owner and upon his request at that time. There 
has been a marked increase in the use of vaccine within the 
year. 
The requests by goat owners for the tuberculosis and 
brucellosis test are increasing. 
The Division is also called upon more frequently to apply 
the tuberculin test to flocks of poultry. 
The first case of rabies in a dog since 1946 has occurred 
this year and although a thorough investigation was made it 
was impossible to determine where the dog came in contact with 
the dise.ase. 
Poisoning by bracken fern was reported in a herd of 
purebred Black Angus cattle in Worcester County and the herd 
practically wiped out. There is no known treatment for this 
pOisoning once the symptoms appear and therefore owners should 
inspect their pastures carefully before turning cattle out. The 
danger is greatest in dry years and the poisoning is frequently 
mistaken for hemorrhagic septicemia, anthrax, or blackleg. 
An outbreak of fowl cholera was reported among the 
pheasants on a large breeding farm. The danger associated 
with this outbreak was related to the potential release of 
carriers of the infection on a state-wide basis. After due 
consideration it was decided that all the pheasants on the farm 
should be destroyed. , This decision was carried out and all the 
birds were slaughtered, quick-limed, and buried. 
There has been no report of any tlswamp fever n in running 
horses since the outbreak in the Fall of 1947. At the present 
time health certifteates are still required on all running 
horses entering Massachusetts. 
The following tables and data show in detail the activi-
ties of the Division for the period of this report, July 1, 1948 
to June 30, 1949, inclusive. 
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BOVINE TUBERCULOSIS 
(Chapter 319, Section 33, General Laws, Tercentenary Edition, 
as amended by Chapter 272, Acts of 1934 
and Chapter 417, Acts of 1946) 
There were fifteen thousand one hundred seventy-three 
(15,173) tuberculin herd tests, two hundred three thousand 
six hundred nineteen (203,619) animal tests applied to which 
four hundred eight (408) head of cattle, or 11/100 of 1%, 
were declared reactors, as compared with thirteen thousand 
five hundred sixty-four (13,564) tuberculin herd tests and 
one hundred seventy-nine thousand six hundred thirty-five 
(179,635) animal tests applied the previous fiscal year to 
which four hundred seventy-four (474) head of cattle or 26/100 
of 1% reacted. 
One hundred fifty-five (155), or 35 6/10%, of the four 
hundred eight (408) cattle declared to be reactors were 
reported as having "no visibl~ lesions u of tuberculosis at 
time of slaughter. 
Two thousand nne hundred seventy-five (2,175) herds 
containing nine thousand nine hundred thirty-one (9,931) 
head of cattle, included in the census report of June 30, 1948 
were disposed of by owners prior to the census for the period 
ending June 30, 1949. 
Eight hundred forty (840) herds in which testing had 
not previously been conducted and containing four thousand 
two hundred seventy-two (4,272) head of cattle,recorded in 
the following tables as It'first tests," are included in the 
census report for the period ending June 30, 1949. 
Tuberculin tests are conducted by State approved 
Federal accredited veterinarians under a State and Federal 
Cooperative Plan for the establishment of tuberculosis-free 
herds and the eradication of bovine tuberculosis. 
Following is a summary of tuberculin tests as made by 
veterinarians for the twelve month period of this report: 
Herds Head Reactors 
Veterinarians paid by the State 
on a salary basis 3,396 43,225 37 
Veterinarians paid by the State 
on a per diem basis 8,181 110,213 308 
Veterinarians authorized by 
request of and paid 
by the owners 59 2,286 
Veterinarians paid by the Federal 
Government 3.537 47,1895 63 
15,173 203,619 408 
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TUBERCULIN TESTING BY MONTHS 
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TUBERCULIN TESTING BY COUNTIES 
FIRST TESTS RETESTS TOTALS 
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COUNTY CENSUS AND INFECTION 
as of 
(June 30, 1949) 
Herds of * 
Infection Three Head or Less 
County Herds Head Herds Head Reactor~. Herds Head 
Barnstable 202 897 163 243 
Berkshire 1408 22494 575 1031 
Bristol 1439 18288 10 276 17 669 1113 
Dukes 95 564 62 112 
Essex 844 12649 11 636 15 333 584 
Franklin 1495 19433 2 83 8 573 1047 
Hampden 1230 11570 606 1068 
Hampshire 1404 18153 622 1054 
Middlesex 1449 17282 1 42 1 699 1202 
Nantucket 19 75 12 18 
Norfolk 628 8331 3 68 3 313 546 
Plymouth 940 10209 3 119 3 542 924 
Suffolk 4 88 2 4 
Worcester 3036 42910 9 283 19 1221 2228 
Total 14193 182943 39 1507 66 6392 11174 
.:" Included in columns 2 and 3 
~ 
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APPRAISALS 
PUREBREDS GRADES EOTAL 
('JUlY 148 HEAD AMOUNT AVERAGE 
HW.JlTI AMOUNT AVERAGE '):1"RATI AMOUNT AVERAGE 
1 $375.00 "$375.00 . 27 $7,725.00 ~286.11 28 $8,100.00 $289.28 
August 1 250.00 250.00 1 250.00 250.00 
September 13 3,390.00 260.77 13 3,390.00 260.77 
October 1 250.00 250.00 34 8,355.00 245.73 35 8,605.00 245.85 
November 7· 2,185.00 312.14 87 24,132.50 183.67 94 26,317.50 279.97 
December 2 650.00 277.38 55 15,980.001 290.54 57 16,630.00 291.75 January '49 8 2,135.00 266.87 39 9,725.001 249.36 47 11,860.00 252.34 
February 2 685.00 342.50 37 10,142.50 274.12 39 10,827.50 277.62 
March 1 350.00 350.00 33 9,142.50 277.04 34 9,492.50 279.19 
April 4 2,000.00 500.00 32 7,970.00 249.06 36 9,970.00 276.94 
May 17 4,930.00 290.00 17 4,930.00 290.00 
June 6 1 035.00 172.50 6 1 .035 .. 00 172.50 
26 8 630 .. 00 331.92 381 102 777.50 269.75 407 111 407.50 273.72 
SALVAGE 
PUREBREDS GRADES TOTAL 
HRATI AMOUNT AVERAIlR HRATI A.M.U U.N'1' lAVERAIl"R "A""w.ATI AM' InlT AYERAIlR 
July 148 1 ·$118.25 $118.25 27 4/G,553.66 $131.61 28 .$3,671.91 $131.14 
August 1 154.60 154.60 1 154.60 154.60 
SeptembeI 13 1,690.12 130.00 13 1,690.12 130.00 
October 1 113.55 113.55 34 4,122.33 121.24 35 4,235.88 121.02 
"ovember 7 733.24 104.85 87 11.,857.71 136.29 94 12.,590.95 133.94 
. 
.Jecember 2 329.25 164.63 55 8,433.62 153.34 57 8,762.87 153.73 
January 1 49 8 1,051.94 131.49 39 5,738.99 147.15 47 6,790.93 144.49 
February 2 206.35 103.17 37 5,238.35 141.58 39 5.,444.70 139.60 
March 1 160.30 160.30 33 4,876.24 147.76 34 5,036.54 148.13 
April 4 775.00 193.75 32 4,192.90 131.03 36 4,267.90 118.55 
May 17 2,696.35 158.60 17 2,696.35 158.60 
June 6 698.15 116.36 6 698.15 116.36 
26 3.487.88 134.14 381 53.253 02 139.77 407 56 040.90 137.69 
-
. 
INDEMNITY 
-
PUREBREDS GRADES TOTAL 
HEAD AMOUNT AVERAGE Hli'.ATI AMUUN'! iAVERAGE HRATI AMOUNr AVERAGE 
July '48 1 $125.00 :$215.00 26 $2,243.9'7 $86.30 27 $2,368.97 $ 87.74 
August 1 63.60 63.60 1 63.60 63.60 
SeptembeI 12 938.23 78.18 12 938.23 78.18 
October 1 90.96 90.96 34 2,669.34 78.51 35 2,760.30 78.86 
NO'Yember 7 746.63 106.66 82 7,039.51 85.84 89 7,786.14 87.48 
December 2 184.23 92.12 53 4,525.79 85.39 55 4,710.02 85.63 
January 49 8 706.17 88.27 39 2,553.98 65.48 47 3,260.15 69.36 
February 2 239.80 119.90 36 2,879.43 79.98 38 3,119.13 82.08 
-,.rch 30 2,512.40 83.74 30 2,512.40 83.74 
april 4 600.03 150.01 24 1,802.34 75.09 28 2,402.37 85.79 
May 14 1,183.22 84.51 14 1,183.22 84.51 
JWle 
25 2 692.e~ ~O7.7~ 351 28.411.81 80.94 376 31 104.53 82.7a 
TUBERCULIN TESTING OF GOATS 
Upon written request from owners, this Division arranges 
for the testing of goats for T~berculosis and Brucellosis. 
Under this service owners must agree that any goats declared 
as reactors to either test will be immediately disposed of 
for slaughter with no compensation allowed by the Commonwealth. 
One hundred ninety-~ive (195) goats were tuberculin 
tested and blood tested on seventeen premises,in addition to 
which forty-four (44) goats on two premises were blood tested 
only. 
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INTERSTATE RECEIPTS OF CATTLE 
~vo thousand nine hundred six (2,906) permits were issued 
covering twenty-five thousand four hundred fifty-nine (25,459) 
head of dairy and breeding cattle. 
Two thousand six hundred ninety-four (2,694) dairy cattle 
were received at the Brighton Quarantine Station, making a total 
of twenty-eight thousand one hundred fifty-three (28,153) dairy 
and breeding cattle received. 
DAIRY CATTLE BEEF CATTLE 
On At On 
Permit Brighton Permit 
Canada 12,876 386 
Colorado 1 
Connecticut 1,421 24 
Illinois 11 47 
Indiana 1 
Iowa 15 
Kansas 1 
Maine 811 2,474 
Maryland 9 
Michigan 46 
Minnesota 66 
Mississippi 5 
New' Hampshire 689 182 18 
New Jersey 34 
New York 342 236 
North Carolina 4 
Ohio 28 16 
Oregon 1 
Pennsylvania 29 
Rhode Island 425 250 
Vermont 7,931 38 243 
Washington 1 
Wisconsin 712 
25,459 2,694 1,220 
9 
QUARANTINE STATION AT BRIGHTON 
DairI Cattle: 
Total Released Released Permit Returned 
Receipts on Papers After Test to Kill to Owner 
Maine 2,488 2,456 18 1 13 
New Hampshire 182 182 
Vermont 38 38 
Total 2,708 2,676 18 1 13 
Massachusetts 253 245 8 
2,961 2,921 18 1 21 
Of the t wo thousand nine hundred thirty-nine (2,939) cattle 
received interstate and released two thousand three hundred eighty 
nine (2,389) remained in Massachusetts, four hundred ninety-six 
(496) were reshipped to Rhode Island, twenty-five (25) to Connecti-
cut, and twenty-nine (29) to Maine. 
Diseased cattle received and released for immediate slaughter: 
T. B. From Quaran-
Reactors tined Herds 
Connecticut 
Maine 3 
Massachusetts 375 194 
New Hampshire 11 
Rhode Island 58 
Vermont 28 
Total 447 222 
T. B. 
Suspects 
13 
4 
3 
20 
Bang's Disease 
Reactors Suspects 
2 
290 
1 
481 77 
7 
781 77 
Dairy cattle were restricted to the sales barn and special 
yards that are cleaned and disinfected regularly. 
All trucks carrying tuberculin reactors have been cleaned 
and disinfected before leaving the yards. 
Two hundred twenty-nine (229) head of cattle were vaccinated 
for prevention of shippin~ fever, for which a total of thirty-four 
collars and thirty-five (w34.35) was collected. This service is 
furnished to owners without cost other than fifteen cents ($ .15) 
per animal to cover the cost of the biologic used. 
Total number of livestock received at this station was as 
follows: 
Cattle 
Calves 
67,751 
184,253 
Sheep 
Swine 
2,927 
63,901 
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EXPORTS 
Interstate certificates of health were issued on five 
thousand one hundred thirty-three (5,133) head of cattle ex-
ported to other States and Countries as follows: 
Destination 
Alabama 
Arkansas 
California 
Canada 
Colorado 
Connecticut 
Florida 
Georgia 
Idaho 
Illinois 
Indiana 
Iowa 
Kansas 
Kentucky 
Labrador 
Maine 
Maryland 
Michigan 
Minnesota 
Mississippi 
Head 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1,145 
21 
1 
1 
3 
10 
16 
1 
2 
1 
104 
6 
3 
3 
2 
Destination 
Missouri 
Nebraska 
New Hampshire 
New Jersey 
New York 
Pennsylvania 
North Carolina 
Nova Scotia ' 
Ohio 
Oklahoma 
Oregon 
Rhode Island 
South Carolina 
Texas 
Vermont 
Virginia 
Washington 
West Virginia 
Wisconsin 
Head 
2 
3 
244 
56 
1,545 
63 
10 
5 
19 
4 
1 
1,461 
1 
9 
340 
13 
1 
7 
25 
5,133 
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BRUCELLOSIS 
Vials for use in collecting blood samples and the labora-
tory examination of said samples are furnished without expense 
to owners of animals. 
The division does not assign veterinarians for the drawing 
of blood samples except under speCial agreement with owners of 
goats and owners of cattle from which persons reported as affected 
with undulant fever have obtained their milk supply. 
The following tabulation is a record of results of examina-
tion of blood samples submitted to the laboratory from cattle 
intended for inter-state shipment, for maintenance of the status 
of Accredited Bang's Disease-Free herds, and from cattle in herds 
in the process of accreditation and also from goats and swine. 
Negative Posi ti ve-::- Doubtful-;} Unsatisfactory-;}-;:- Total 
Cattle 19,767 1,310 2,148 555 
Goats 316 5 9 
Swine 2 
20,083 1,310 2,153 566 
{} Includes bloods from vaccinated cattle. 
{H~ Containers broken, insufficient amount of blood, 
Accredited Herds: (June 30, 1949) 
Accredited Bang's Disease-Free Herds 
Accredited Bang's Disease-Free Vaccinated Herds 
Cattle in Accredited Bang's Disease-Free Herds 
Cattle in Accredited Bang's Disease-Free 
Vaccinated Herds 
23,780 
330 
2 
24,112 
or hemolyzed. 
36 
60 
1,426 
3,389 
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CALFHOOD VACCINATION 
(for prevention of Brucellosis) 
The vaccination of young stock between the age of four months 
and time of first breeding under a state and Federal co-operative 
plan at time of the periodic tuberculin test is provided without 
expense to owners for such service and vaccine. 
SALARIED 
AGENTS 
Herds Head 
July '48 55 125 
August 35 102 
September 26 39 
October 47 134 
November 54 201 
December 114 448 
January '49 98 355 
February 112 425 
March 108 441 
April 79 295 
May 67 204 
June 34 97 
Totals 829 2,866 
CALFHOOD VACCINATION 
(by months) 
PER DIEM FEDERAL 
AGENTS AGENTS 
Herds Head Herds 
24 68 79 
17 62 58 
33 71 86 
71 212 82 
160 547 156 
121 406 100 
119 487 111 
155 744 85 
151 680 90 
193 820 69 
111 428 64 
20 63 58 
1,175 4,588 1,038 
TOTAL 
Head Herds Head 
179 158 372 
144 110 308 
167 145 277 
169 200 515 
469 370 1,217 
387 335 1,241 
472 328 1,314 
286 352 1,455 
370 349 1,491 
278 341 1,393 
243 242 '875 
97 112 257 
3,261 3,042 10,715 
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CALFHOOD VACCINATION 
(by counties) 
Vaccination at time of the tuberculin test under the State 
and Federal Co-operative Plan was conducted as follows: 
Count:l Herds Head 
Barnstable 13 23 
Berkshire 238 1,445 
Bristol 212 591 
Dukes 13 22 
Essex 183 495 
Franklin 465 1,703 
Hampden 583 1,027 
Hampshire 346 1,214 
Middlesex 214 796 
Nantucket 
Norfolk 78 219 
Plymouth 181 506 
Suffolk 
Worcester 716 2,674 
Total 3,042 10,715 
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LICENSED DEALERS IN BOVINE ANIMALS 
During the fiscal year there were four hundred ninety 
(490) licenses issued to dealers for th~ sale of dairy and 
beef cattle, and six hundred fifty-three (653) cattle dealer 
license plates sent out for use on the trucks operated by these 
dealers. 
A total of twenty-two thousand five hundred eighty-four 
(22,584) dairy cattle and three thousand nine (3,009) beef cattle 
were reported by licensed dealers as purchased and sold. 
RABIES 
Under Massachusetts Department of Public Health regula-
tions (Chapter III, General Laws as amended by Chapter 265, 
Acts of 1938, Sections 6 and 7) "dog bite" is declared a disease 
dangerous to public health. 
Order No. 34, Section 3 of the Division of Livestock Disease 
Control regulations reads: HAll dogs known to have bitten persons 
shall be quarantined for a period of fourteen (14) days for ob-
servation, at the end of which period if no symptoms of rabies 
have developed said animals may be released from quarantine on 
order of the Director." 
Investigation of reported injuries inflicted to persons by 
biting of dogs and the quarantining of such dogs is one of the 
duties of the Inspector of Animals. 
The following tabulation includes injuries reported inflicted 
by dogs and other animals: 
15 
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RABIES 
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Brought 
Forward 104 
July 1948 1209 2 18 
August 1015 6 17 
September 801 2 25 
October 617 1 9 
November 542 1 14 
December 512 1 11 
January 525 3 13 
February 581 16 
March 721 3 14 
April 1089 1 20 
May 1 1182 4 16 
June 57:3 15 
Forward 3 750 
Total 1 3 ~471 24 188 750 10.437 
Animals Involved 
Dogs 1 3 9446 24 154 749 
Cats 14 25 1 
Rats 1 1 
Squirrels 1 5 
Rabbits 3 
Monkeys 6 
Horses 1 
Bears 1 
Skunks 1 
Total 1 3 9471 24 188 750 10.437 
The heads of one hundred fifty-five (155) dogs, twenty-five 
(25) cats, one (1) rat, five (5) squirrels, and three (3) rabbits 
were received at the laboratory for examination, of which one (1) 
was reported positive and one hundred eighty-eight (188) negative. 
Ten thousand two hundred thirty-six (10,236) persons were 
bitten by dogs and other animals. Nine thousand five hundred 
forty-eight (9,548) persons were bitten by animals quarantined 
and released, four hundred ninety-nine (499) bitten by stray 
animals, and one hundred eighty-nine (189) bitten by animals the 
brains of which were examined at the laboratory. 
MISCELLANEOUS DISEASES 
Actinomycosis: Five (5) cows in different sections of the State 
were reported as affected and therefore were quarantined. Three 
(3) of these animals were slaughtered, one died during the quar-
antine and one (1) animal is still under quarantine. 
Blackleg: Preventive treatment was given to one thousand eight 
hundred twenty-two (1,822) animals on one hundred eighty (180) 
premises in the counties of Berkshire, Franklin, Hampden, Hampshire, 
Middlesex, and Worcester. There were no deaths from this disease . 
reported. 
Bracken Poison: Fourteen (14) cattle on one (1) premises in 
Worcester County were reported to have died from bracken poison-
ing. 
Forage Poisoning: One (1) horse in Essex County was reported 
to have died from forage pOisoning. 
Encephalomyelitis: Three (3) horses and two ponies on five differ-
ent premises in Plymouth County were reported to be affected with 
encephalomyelitis and therefore destroyed. One (I) horse in Bristol 
County was reported as affected and destroyed but final diagnosis 
and laboratory report were negative. Two (2) of the cases in Ply-
mouth County were confirmed by laboratory diagnosis. The remaining 
horses and ponies on the six (8) premises were vaccinated. 
Man~e: Ten (10) cattle in four (4) herds were reported affected 
wit Mange and quarantined. All the animals responded to treat-
ment and were released. 
Hog Cholera: This disease of swine was reported on two(2) premises, 
was investigated, and recommendations made. 
17 
Poultry Diseases: 
Avian Tuberculosis: This disease was repo~ted on three (3) 
premises. The tuberculin test was applied to eight hundred twenty-
six (826) birds and one hundred sixty-eight (168) reacted to the 
test. There were one hundred sixty-seven (167) of these reactors 
on one (1) premises which were segregated. Later these reactors 
were to be disposed of and premises were to be cleaned and disin-
fected. 
Fowl Cholera: This disease was reported on one (1) premises 
in Hampden County. To prevent further spread of the disease 
through the state nine hundred sixty-two (962) pheasants were 
destroyed. 
Fowl Typhoid: This disease was reported on five (5) premises 
in Essex County and is under investigation. 
LABORATORY SERVICE 
The laboratory of the state Department of Public Health 
has rendered valuable service in the examination of specimens 
submitted for that purpose. During the year the brains of one 
hundred fifty-five (155) dogs, twenty-five (25) cats, one (1) 
rat, five (5) squirrels, and three (3) rabbits were examined for 
rabies. 
Two (2) samples of blood examined f Oor glanders were reported 
negative. 
Twenty-four thousand one hundred t~elve (24,112) samples of 
blood were examined for Brucellosis, in addition to which several 
specimens were submitted for examination for miscellaneous diseases. 
ANNUAL INSPECTION OF NEAT CATTLE, SHEEP AND SWINE 
In accordance with Section 19, Chapter 129, of the General 
Laws, the annual inspection of neat cattle, sheep and swine and 
of premises where kept was completed. 
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From reports received from the cities and towns inspections 
were made of thirteen thousand six hundred twenty-three (13,623) 
herds consisting of one hundred seventy-four thousand one hundred 
thirty (174,130) head of cattle, six thousand two hundred forty-two 
(6,242) sheep, eighty-eight thousand two hundred fifty-four (88,254) 
head of SWine, three thousand two hundred twenty-seven (3,227) goats, 
and twelve thousand nine hundred nine (12,909) horses. Of the total 
number of cattle inspected one hundred twenty-one thousand four 
hundred fifty-seven (121,457) were listed as dairy cows, one thous-
and two hundred eleven (1,2l1) as purebred bulls, and fourteen 
thousand twelve (14,012) as purebred cows. 
In accordance with these reports there has been a decrease 
of about eight thousand (8,000) in the dairy cattle population 
of the Commonwealth during the fiscal year. The swine popula-
tion, however, increased about eleven thousand (11,000). 
Regional meetings of Inspectors of Animals were held in 
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the month of November in Boston, Greenfield, Segregansett (Dighton), 
Pittsfield, Springfield and Worcester. 
Respectfully submitted, 
w~~ __ 
William Cas ey , ur 
Director 

